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ARCHAEOLOGICAL ‘ SOCIETY' of
3 I

J^..V. ' ^ i.

■ GEHTHAL.TMEW YORK

if;' -V

r>.

tliejVrianY; MembeTB ; 0;f -
Sbc;ie-ty would .T^Lyce^B’ Inelr ;^;appr0b effipr^^'f - ; •

Plia-'great .rcontr-ibuplon: Harpigpn^rO> . Fol'jP t.t ’mapa-lfp'.' \
the fields of ■archabo-logyiai4':lp/bBc^i'i^b'-the^-^Soc'le^y:
■in the- ezptession ;pf .our, fepling ■pf''great',.l.(5.ss;; dThed

, :&es:iPeht}bactingnfpr:,thp;:Edi:poriai-Gouncil, 'wrote '

rdeach aremb'dr;. '-V.Tt;is,'::np.t,;,ppssrible.;t;o- print.-all -of-rthe
':;'letters.:;;dThiSv'^'bullet'in,;b,ripgs,fBome.=..'.- Others,, will be;

: pf inte,d .in‘/future/editiobLS

’w

EDITORIAL-/GGUMiL:bRibBld.e|rt?/Rrpf^ —
. - -J'st V ice.:/P-tP s.;',F,'Ioyd:; H'i /. j.phns-ton
V eSnd yi.ce -Pr.enb-, Jpbn, H, Phillips

’/GprreS:> SbC;(y ,.-/Mre.</ J'.',■'S.-'.I).ayls■
TreasureirGeorge" F1/ Dbbbe" :

; t

'K '■ t
j

^u

o;-it
<•

;• ■
i,

...iv. . Archaeology .;and particularly Archaeology,
of ^dayuga"rOount.y,-has’-lb ,;i:aie,nB:- .and:.,.ben'bfactor,; in... .

/Earrlspn 0i./Fpilett, .'His /friend-B.-and' cb-w.Prhers/have
lost his, ehthus las tfc-, ' encouraging/lexers,hip. .'ft .is
id ifficulthfor' them,td ;ie aliseOthe :;lps s.; ol' h i s personal

,,. gp.idanc6 r ..ThoBp 'who had 'tli.e. piivii'pge ..dhd..pleashre of
...;'.:i.w-pihing.;,with him...will;■ tilss/‘his 'ge-hial'feliowShi.p|j;|'P^.

■ ■ ■ /f.'lhhsrwioe-^cbunBelr^-ds-vweii'./as.'^has/rs.liable'.judgOheht-,
rThP/taemory/cf his ;quiatB,.ihpartiai\teachingy hi-e/real
je,i.ncerityij^;iulsr,heipfu7u'pBnpbrh/fbid;those hho,/Bbhght

•::;fhis?-adyice. and')h.iB.' .c'p.nf ideho:G/. iii‘his';''friend.syahd;|fei~-..
f'.iG.wH.worhers' YBill-live'- ih'the m;inds ,bf'-those’/whose

^ ■'.lives ha-tohched.'^ '/.''.^-’^ ..w,;,

' ■ yo:

■f

r

■ -a y-':^}
£

I^be.lipve his: menpry; will be .a source of
./.:r ecu r,r ing^i.-iispir atioih ,-ahdb'e.ncpu r>rge'ire b“/al 1, yHi s

B: .extreme.deBr-ptibn/tb/his' -profound dedubiipnsvin /the -y.

.•;.lield3ofbAreheeblG)g^;'hae''draYm tprth//^nuin|;'|ippre-
=. /-/bialiloh' and'-hiiiCoohtihue-;'to/:ihiluenpbyt&pse';,yhc/ car-,.

/ :,Gyry/on- ,the-/splendid , work hs hah, smarted; in ■ Cayuga: Goun-

uvtyy His ■■’&slrebhc;,amend;^hebwrphgs: and.,h^iid'bh; the •-

: .-fac tual, truth'-as - he/.spbke bf; 'the./ develbpme.nt ■of/'this
r-sectibh,- will .'inspire ,6thb-rs ';to.'.;rely on authenticity

ahd.'iurthbr tlxe hoctrinebgfrhthth,g& Jreppi^ ^Ihb-
joventa/pl histp^ib"/

-J.:di

‘a*;/- .?■ . -s bA: /•
y s...

■'ir f b>■>

.Long,v/Ere sidbnt:;'.V-Erbf;.yWalter:'K,..
Archaeblpg i-cal- 'So.c ie tyy;‘
.’ybibG%^hral :|lew "York'.,/;- .
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Harrison'0, FollettIn Memoriam

To my young son he was "Grandpa”, partly
heoause he never had a real grandfather,- and partly
because we liked to consider'him one of the .family.

Having kno?;n him this well makes the writing of an
' epitaph the more difficult.

I first hecaine acquainted, with him when
he was at Levanna, My visitations with him.: gradually
■became more frequent and more interesting. Soon came
the organization of the A.S.0oN,Y. - andj.it usually he-■

..-fall.__me_tp^urLni.sh,him^ the transpojtation to arid from

Auburn; inasmuchas^ I 'was” travelling "f rom' Genev'a, I

merely had to detour to Levanna to pick him up. But
it did make it rather late v/hen I arrived back in Ge-

I like to think that I helped him in this way,neva.

and also with the course in archaeology which he taught
in connection with the.Society, but of course he helped
me immea,surably more.-than I helped him. :

It was on jaunts which-,groupe."hf- us' took
. with him that we really got to knovi Hallett the' man, .

For example , ,we journeyed' to’ Leuroka-for‘-a-week end on

one occasion,' staying'overnight in.' the;. hotel at Penn

Yan, It was here that we .learned of .the; great wealth
of-archaeological knowledge which-he .possessed. As we '•

drove-along, every known Indian-, s.Ite would be pointed
out to us, together with a'story of his-experiences"
with each and every site,The story of: his excavations

-

at- the Lamcka site would be a large volume;' of course
he has written, a technical report of it,,but the human
side of the picture, his life in a tent, is most inter
esting.

.^,^,,^^...^^-_._-....,In..,Jit8-,.-wri-tlngs.,,^-Whiah .haye,-=.bee-n._volxmiinous.,.-^--.-
he has tended to be very critical of' contemporaries and

historians alike.Oontemporaries. are bound .to -resent the

criticism and the late, historians would resent the-crit
icism if they were alive to do so. The fact that^he did

not fear the criticism of his contemporaries proves that

he Was absolutely certain, in, his own mind'of the-correct
ness of his statements,And .they were.-not figments of -the

imagination,but’ were made" only after exhaustive re-search.
If tv;o accounts of a historical incident did not’ agree,

one of them must have been. wrong ^.nd-he -would not rest

until further resea.rch disclosed,..to him which was wrong,

naturally,that author was'then .sub ject to criticis’m. By

continuing this principle through a considerable period
of time, he arrived at a conclusion which to him was
foolproof. The pieces of the jig saw puzzle finally
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-.f,i.ttpd_perfecxly;.;-all.rOf tbp. eri'dxs neutralized out

;intol-.a 'free.'flpwiriglBtream ah^ daino^. .It ._,ls
^ ■' 1;c6 -■had?:-tji0;t.f t!'ia. i)owor :.pt ■ ^.praBPioia; pd-uld''np:t; - ;

: 'be'dii.raore peTreuasTya? ■ tliat'l'epcoul:d'.'not.have i.ne|-uded;
: - ;the.'det.ailG neoeGsaiT to maise the, s'tply as fred-' llow-

' .vjlng .to--the/reade.ro

#

■s

\

■ ’^v

. j it ,'would:'.ridV'bh_^:;Sa,ir;:tp\a^‘np1i^ :
' this' bf itio'lBffi "0^,’-cdnte'nibdrarisSPwhich' would, ’bb- oua.ssed

as pereonal-'-with ah arohaaolcgical background*' I haye

hv„:'he‘ard the .stories which caused him to feel- as he ^id
.toward’ce rtaiuv.indiviciualsand;! do" not. blame ..him pin

thb; ileasti'x f’jD'£:;fe:e:ilhg-,.^aB . he,. d id.

.. ‘‘-

f

A great niau and a great mind have left our
tnidst.He tried lii.s rbest j-to iLeaye.:a,s, much of his archae .

ologioal knowiiedge in'‘the' form'.;pf 'the' written word' which'

will continue,,to flow, to all, inte.yested in the Bulletin*
•?

i

- -i>
:'T -y : •i .s

.ii
•;b -

'he w'fcpn xFarwell x.
..T'. •y.C’.

'W.
t ,iJ-

f •

-

\-<

. \- Harrisoh :CblV,in.-Follett. Tms- au^an whose ; ,
efforts ih arclldeolb.gy , "greatipapabityif^^^^ research; .

and'-many’•'sacrtf ic'esr'fdr 'ther.wo.rk'.he •;loved were neyer

i; ftaiyPapnt^iatbd' br 'rbbpppfed.^ae'
;'.his. life/''; ’P- '' ■

'J

,s-

V

vv

■y , ■;"t:,'^The"'nearestythir.tdvhis’'life'.ibhg;dre^lof .
■’’■‘being■ able to erpdundxhis thepries 'in'archaeplGgy'to,,
■-■'the.many interested'people In'this region came thru,/

yithe -BULLST IN of ythe' Archaeplogical,^ S.bciety of:. Oehtrai;

UNew York^ y'' : . .

r;

; C
-•A''V

■f,

■ Thbyti,.S.10-;;h* Y ^-twas xhis; pride'■ nndPjoy/'a^
.'.his 'inspiration-, is, li' a'g^^eat' -paft, respcnsible iQ3^ -

,, the - s\i6ce3S/-. and' growth-., of,;'the organization.

;■ :i - '•! ' One appreciation: for. hi.s' efforts was snown-'

"■ ‘B.e'ver'al yearsyagO-,;who'h .he;:Wasy adopted in.tpvthe. pnonda-^

‘ ■■ ga - Indian' hatib'ny andygive'n.-the -.-name;,;of . Ga-hds.^Bhp,n-^a.o,;
V'Hd once-wrote'.; out^ the .‘.indian name, for me.y'and. from'miem-

■1 Qty j ■ i- believe'..i't;tsansv s|mie'*^^^PS' y.: ®-

.'.Record” > aliho .i - am" not-.-.bbrtain®
j

/
r, jt

r

r i'V
..

i

; ■
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-■ To-me, Harrison Follet was the "Grand Old
Man. of Archaeology"‘and a very' good-friend* I ani most '

happy, to have-'been able to -have ■ known him; I will ' ■

.cherish his memory alv;ays- .

I truly 'believe,' now that Harrison is gone,
•we will, see more and more as time goes by evidences of

his footprints in the archaeological sands of time".

Kenneth M.E, Wright,

• : ■■ HARRISON :Cv FOhLETT m'-ME."

My thoughts of Harrison Follett shall always
terminate at a sign post in the fork of two roads. Ihe

first Weathe'fed wooden board bearing a fist ,and pointing
finger, and.the inscription "I WISH WE HAD" Road, and the

other, "THE DAYS ARE SO'FEW" Ls.ne. To make out the faint

inscription requires many years of familiarity with them,
even if memory recalls when they ?;ere freshly painted.
Such is my reaction to association with a very inspiring
personality 'and friend of years, ' '

It was in 1937 at the Levanna Algonkian .Y;!!'-
lage site that I first-asked his help, I had what :.i-aG'|-
cepted as an honored and pleasant responeability as-'Boy
Scout Leader of the, Cayuga County Contingent to the First

National ;Jamboree in-Washington, 'D'»C, The •National Office

had instructed us-to bring articles-of local interest for

the purpose of setting up a museum.fight"on 'the gigantic
camp site ■ on. the ■ banks' of' the ■ POtomae. . -

So I met a man whose enthusiasm matched and

complemented mine.We' hit it off •■•like old timers at once.

He .suggested a food'st'orage"-pit and-a-fire-laearfh- in glass
sided boxes that 'would display 'Ihem 'just as-they had-lain

bexieath' the grass of Cayuga County for fourteen huidred
years,- My eyes popped'-as we'-'fdiirid a-food storage pit,
arid then removed the soil■■ from dround a cube the -size

, 'Of- the box, -and .slid the box,,over it and carefully turned

it ■ .over.--■'v'/hat. a dayj and-what-an introductiori'to Archae-

oldgyi'-''Beside^--my prize-s he' Suggested d..bushel cf reddish

bi^’ne-d stones from fire'hearths-'for:-the base 'of'our coun

cil fire,The story cf these'stones spread among the twen

ty seven thousand kids at the big encampment and they be

came treasures to swap for bull whips and horned toads
from Texas, and similar treaaures from Maine to Mexico,
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“ awiakening who knows: what; in^er,es.t in antiquity: and •

' • .Archaeology aoro'.ss; the; Fat ion .'and in.the twenty; six '
■ f oreign ccuhtTi^ al.so; ■represented there.o'

And so when Harrison hecanie instructor -in

the Adult Education class in Archaeology at Aaihurn,
and :C hecerie a pupil, things had to progress again
under this inspirer of men. The Archaeological Socle- .

ty""5feB-formed-', .and I tackled a "bulletin for the group,

filled principally as we all know with his interesting
findings and the fruits of his great research of the
past of our mutual friends the Red Men, I had trouble
.w.ith his writings,.and the grammar and- language-of-an-

' ' other-'-generatioiif His-kindness,.arid fine cooperation
with me made-available: to the :pu'blic his, most.;,seafoh-

... .ing work, ^'Migration of the Oayugas in Cayuga. County,

through'thev-.page-s of-the B.ulletin,

. But'most ,of .ail,. ! seem to sense, the regret
•that he never achi'eyedlthe' oft.-talked-of overnight-"'bull
session" on some' bli3^ardy,,wihter's’-night In the little

house on, the Leyanna site, and also the mid-v;inter taken

■'"Spring 'Toriic!' -of-planning^a surface hunt with Harrison

. 'ahd .'Borae of the others, ."plus a .-loaf of bread and a jug,
■ -A'jug of-what, they never-'learnedbecause-we -never/
made out in our plans,- - - and probably ary fault.

Truly, I a-m back at the fork of "I VifISH ViJE
HAD" -Road'and irHE DAYS APE SO FEW" Lane. Perhaps God

will let us have our little '■bull session" a.non,which
Harrison vifiil record in his notes; "held in Heaven,
Circa 197?",

-.Dudley F, Palmer

' " • ■ ■ My .^assbciatlon .with-Harrison C, Follett
be'gan-' In ■1940'/ when ■ I:' first .visited - Levanna. Fascinated

V ' 'by that- 'restored--site^ iii-'it's quiet. setting, —made more

.' ih'tefasting- by the'-, talk'-of Mi.' Fo'liettand more attrac-

tiye; by'hls' culinary: ex fort s'; l; spent as much time .there

. as possible-, oft-e.n camping pu-t.'for several days.

■ -It was a real pleasure to visit, .the. sites
'hot only in- Cayuga. County, but- in-other-coun-

nd'these trips continued until fall 1953,

Well versed in practical archaeology, Mr,
" Follett was-a-prodigious writer and expressed himself
exceedingly .well. His voluminous correspondence attested

with- him..,
ties as well, 6.
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to his constant; effort to descrihe the red mean’s occu

pation-'of Wm Tdrh' Btate,- He' was not. interested, .in. arti
facts or'sites'dn'theEiselves,: hut in'.-their place in the-

complete story of that ocbupatipn.;, ■ His 'co.npanionship ■'■ ■■;
is missed

Gordon'-K, .Wright ■

, ..I'was deeply : saddened with thV news of the;"
passing of .dur gaod'friend-Harri.son Folletto.,'

Anyone interested, in-Indian, lore found it
easy to he friendly with HarrisoUi- -For me it Was the

open door to a lovable character;- a.man always"eager
and.-willing .to share His'-knowledge of sixty.years or

more of archaeological'activit.y-o . .......

■ I shall-always.-rememher. the. many personal-
visits I had with'him, 'our extetnsive, correspondence
and the pleasure of. his’companionship on. fie.ld trips:*-,'

.. W, Glenn Norris

■ ,I knew Harrison 0* Follett for'many-years"
and had both seen him and helped him many times in good

and had circumBtances, .

My active participation- in-field work goes
hack some 'SO yearsworking with, him on various sites
around the Rochester afed when I:lived there,*.then

■ ..-down at Levanna, when he' lived down, there* "working
'

. around Howland's' Island- and'especially at Lamoka,.
He was a grand chap to-work with -and I have, had many-
wonderful times in his company ,hut as to all Of us

- ''

come-s the time, when we lay down our .interests and
- our efforts and I'know that I.-lor. one will miss him

.. as, will-maiiy otherso " " ...

■James V, Stwe11
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The passing bf Harrison Jollett will,
leave an .unus-ual vacum in our .archaeology of the
Finger LalceSo, Learned chiefly in the school of prac
tical digging, he was' one'of few natural horn archae.
ologistSc He was horn with a nose deadHnjins* and
we shall all miss his kindly • smile- and friendly- cupo

.It is to he hoped that his notes he winnowed and
printedo

Dr» Erl Bates

"We vjill all'-misB the old hoy he has
taken something-with him that can never he replaced.
He was the Ihst of- the 'Beml-professional archaeolo
gists of Hew York State* His name should he placed
on the roll along side'of Clarke,.Beecham and the
otherSo - - - ' -■ '

Harrison worked wi-th me for two years
hack in the early ’-thirties. It was his first venture ■

off the home, grounds -and- perhaps the most interesting
of hie career. We we-re- working near- Safe Harhor in.

■ Lancaster County, Pehhsylvania,- The sites were con
tact Susquehannock and it was not at all unusual to
have 10 -to 15 cc-raplete-pottery vessels in sight in.

" the ground at the -same 'time-.-., He . ta.ught .the younger

men in the party field technique' and his enthusiasm
'v^as largely respohsihle for the success of the expe
dition, We catalogued 30,000 specimens.

It is certainly fortunate that the. So
ciety had the privilege of placing in print Follett^s
last writing. It represented the clear thinkir^ and
work of' many, years-, . '

Donald A, Oadzow

' ■ ■■' it was my good fortune to have "been in
the company of Harrison Follett on several **digB”
the iasb few yearS. and- each one was highlighted by
.his presence,' His remarkable memo-r^^ and knowledge
of the archaeology and history of- Hew Y.o-rk State,
as hls 'writings "testify-';' was a fascinating, and ever

enlightening experienceo
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A couple years ago the clock was turned
hack for Mro H’olle-tt when he retuj.-nod to the .Archaic

Bite at ■Lunioka;' h&ke fpr a..day* This, time he was not

diggirsg hut 'Eittingv .onliid.folding* stool, re-^
co.unAlhg .tlie' finds-;'and'adyentureE. oh'.the same site,

many years preYlg'us'a-...it was ■mo3t--l’emarkah'le ,.that. hiB

enthusiasm'and; inte're.ht had nuG/'dirnmed despite liis.',

eighty yeafa* .It;, is/'tlius-'he Wiii.'h'e-rememhered apd. '
mourned .hy. 'hlB'. many-.-fr'pnds ahd,;iellow ardhaeplogistso

Howard Linde11

Marion Wesp and I first knew Mr. Follett
when he 'was at the Levanna site. ' Vife'went over many

times, to talk with him and have him share a picnic
Bup'perp'..Afterlgoing.,to,;Ijima.he ..-always referred to us-

in his,"ieiterS'. a's-.."my dear:'sisters.." " •;

"'■■■ Our -friendship" ihod a’ fiail' thre'ad of. co n-

tinuity "hut-a. de'e'.ply ', rooted ■•sympathy that held over .the

I think we shall remember best-about'.him theyears,

dream.s, he always managed to hold close despite frus-,.-
trati.Oh tha'fc '-often,.- I.-:'am sure , bordered on despair.

'-"-.H-iSvlast.: letter'was'full of plans, for the
summer’s project "at'.:-the ■ Savannah''.s'ite and in it he-

included .a rough.-lmap. -giying.'uS; directions''..for .re-aching -

hini.' .it'.’ was-'-pla.n.ne.d-- that r-we-spenc!',. a'lday' the're with him.

.. : Kis' de'athr.-.will .le'a've a gap' that, will'.not - .

be,;:e;a'S'ii-y;'--'filled: but' w.e...should all .bs "grateful that he
- could go'-'-wiih- some'.Q-f his dreams''still ahead .of hini

with his spirit ■■st.il.i wug.erdy .lodki-rig '-into .the future
and the wrork he loved ‘'be sti";'M.''

''-'Loi-s O’Connor

A Regular Fellow and a'T'fue' Frierd,., -Need
we s,ay more .

Harry L. Schoff

.'.-''My.'e^cperience'-..and fie'-ld trips with Har
rison'Foileit-have ,'been many'.' He'-'was a man of great
talent -ih'-t.h'e.'■‘■field, of archaeplpgy-,- also strong; in
his.'coh-yici-ions.'-.of ":the th.ihgs'.he had gained thru a life

work\ -' ■'if'..1 e .'hard-."t.o express'.„q.ne.''s feelings .on paper.
But it is with regret to' carry'on -without hisleadership.

Arthur Seelye
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It was with regret that I learned of, the death re-?
cently in Rochester, IT. Y. -of Harrison-Follette. A day -

or two thereafter i had occasion to pass "by.his old
I saw Mr. Shernan, a former close• home east of Levanna. _

nei^^^boh of’his 'and'informed hira that Harrison had
passed on. Mr, Sherman remarked, "Harrison worked hard
with his mind* He was a friendly man and a good neigh
bor." I thought this a grand tribute and may I add
that Harrison was appreciative of any help or favor
that came his way.

Harrison Follette and his work on the restoration
of-the ancient Algonquin, village at Levanna become , well

knovi/n througiout Central Kew York,- ■. People came from

near and far to visit this interesting Indian Site,
Sometimes he'-would have gatherings« •'These would.he
well attended and I -recall oh one occasion Mr• liiilliam
Y/ardcr of Geneva brought over and erected a huge tent,
bjlthiri-this Harrison had booths, each'with the name ^ of
some, collector who ho had invited, to bring in for.dls-
play their outstanding artifacts. He. engaged a radio
singing team for* the day. Chief Cornplanter with a del?*

egation of Senecas and Ca^higas were there att.irod in .

native cos,tume/'and they ontertainod with^ song and
dance. Refreshments could-be had on the grounds, .It

and I am sure everyone enjoyed the ,was a,, gala:, event £
outing*-- '

Then on another occasion there, was hold what-Harris*
son called "The annual basket picnic,'! 'Dr, Bates of

Cornell.was speaker and.delivorod an inspiring oration-
on "The Federation of the Iroquois"-. This too w.as' well

attended. A meeting, was held-thereafter * This group,
organized an archaeological- society. It Yiras naned^ the

"Finger Lakes Archaeological Society". Professor Hood
of nearby ."Yells" .was elected Presidontj Harrison, Sec

retary a.nd Treasurer-, Membership -fe-c was 50& a year

and membership cards were issued,

Harrison did much in Ca-^ga County -to promote an
interest in- local history and archaeology. He did .con

siderable research on the movement .of the Iroquois, I

impressed with his writings on the migration of the¥/as

Cayugas.,

You who have enjoyed the hospitality of Harrison
Follette will.-.long rdmei-nber his quaint littlo c£ibin
amidst tall trees, 'You may remember the deep ditch at

the highway, bridged over with planks, the path that
bore around to the rigb.t, the marker above the grave

the hidden door on- the side,^ -the '
that led up through his work3.ho*p and ■- '

of his faithful dog,
ramp-like passage
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into his study* There by the v/lndow an easy chair
awaited you and Harrison would take his place at his

ually cluttered up iivith riianusoripts,
Porhap-s you v/ill romonbor his oil'

open nuGcum up in back

study tabloj us
drawings and maps*
lamp and its amber base or th
where you savr so. many interesting things«

You may have seen him at work on the site., removing
top soil from a measured area, chon v;hlsking away the ,

loose dirt and dust and on this earthen floor, you may

have seen the outline in post moulds of a dvjolling oc-»

cupled by a people 500 years before Columbus discovered
•Araorica, . - .

Then came the time ho made a decision* He loft

his little homo in the grove. It seems he just wont
away, I never knew just iv/hy ho loft. It may have boon

advancing'years, dr perhaps lack of financial aid which
■ was needed to completo his project. However, he dld^

■ not lose interest in archaeology. Ho wont back to his

old.haunts and mot up with his archaeological friends ,
in the land of the Sonopas. He continued his writings

' at his dau^tor's home in Lima and sent in many inter
esting items for publication in ”The Bulletin”, By this

time Harrison rarely attended our monthly mootings but

ho was there in spirit and took an active part through
correspondence,'

The passing of Harrison Follotte is a groat loss to
the Archaeological. S.ociety Of Central Nev; York,

J, L, Ward

'jC "V "iC

■ Prof, Walter K, Long, . ■
President Archaeological Society

of Central Now York,
203 Genoseo Street,

Auburn, N, Y,

Dear Professor Long;

It is with extreme regret that I record the death
of Harrison C. Foliott, v;hom you rightly-term in your
letter of 3rd July, ’’Doan of Cayuga Covmby Archaeolo-

His loss ¥;ill bo. v/ldoly/folt^ ;
it

gists.
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■ 'I know that tho'Socloty v/lllhnoraorlalizG hin--suitj^.
..and I,, trust, thdt ithis tribute ' to. on-' riy part

nay'"bo accepted in'that conhection. '■ lilmcw hin-yi/oll,.'-1
"and have 'kept closo. contact With, hln since the-year 1929

‘ when die first'-cano-/'into thi-s county and first cpncoiv.od

the intorost. ho' took in the ' Cayugas and the Iroquois ' -

loro, of this conmunity, .' At that, tine .1. was 'Chalrnan
■ for Cayuga County under' the ,'State organization headed, , ..

up by Dr, Alexander. C., .Flick,' then the' State, Hlqtpriah/,-. •
ahd, I had -dbarge of all' the activities' that wore con

ducted- in the ’ course of the Sesqui-cchtonnial colebra-'
tion. of- the. Suilivan-Gllntori' Expedition .against, the .'Iro

quois,/in'1779.'; ' • ' ■ ■-

- . ' , One feature of. these activities was the. prosecution- ■ -

of explorations,-Of an' archaeological, and.histprical-
■ character- atrvafious -spot's 'in. Cayuga; County,, possessing

an arehnoolO'gicdl'.or historical interest,' notably .as f.'.

concerned' tho, Cayuga Hat ion', ' Mr. P'ollett 'caine here

under'tiiG direct ion and -approval of, .,I&;,.-,.A.r.thur' G-

Parker, then the head' of 'that institution.. ' He. y/as ac-"-

conpanied by hls'Trlend arid 'associato, ■ GoorgS. So'ldon' - -

of Rodicster, a."relative-.of 'the faiiious a-utoEiobllo -in-

. ventbr and who-was well known in tho. archaeological ' ;'i-

field." "They subinit'fced -therasclVos, to my guldan'co arid i '

' .'direction as . Cha.irraany of tho,.-Cayuga -County exercise's,/'
and.'set'up their panp arid has,o/of. operations on tho.-"- '

Young‘farm ih- tho''T.ovm'. pf. Lodyard,' .o'n tho bank of ' Grea.t

Gully,' a location which was'-.already. Impwn’.as''the Sl't’o'. '

of'-'a - late Cayuga village, and to -Which in 'the .first;.iri- ;
s.tancD' those, sciontls'ts.'dovoted' thc.mselvGS e

'There fo.ll9Wed cxtonslyo cxplora.tions -on' the site'
scientifically- conducted,,, r'esuiting..in; the-: dlsco.vory . '.
of many. structures and'.artifacts possessing genuine in

terest,.' somo' of' which'v/ero remo-ved to R6-chostor, bu't ' ''

re'pllcaS ivero., left, hcho as ./the property, of the Cayuga-
Couh’-t-y-Historical So'Ciety.-/'■ Nofalole' o'xhUraatlons v/ere '. ' "

raado:, .-idovcloping-"-burials of ■ varipus'.sorts, "inclUdihg'' '
- sorae inter'ostihg mass/'b'urials;'vi/hich’'attracted .iWldcspread

attent-ion'during.'this',cxcitlrig".-Suranor;-'and a-'-greht exHi- ..
bitlon of dho discoveries Vvas staged by Hr, Pollo.tt'-arid-

- by"i-IrSGldon'-'on a Sunday during that-,autumn, whtch'.,gavo
to tho.'thousands and thousands -of vl si torS..v/ho carao to',

attohd' it from, all points" pf. Hew' Ydrk''Stato .'ah idoa 'of'” '

Iroquois burials .and/of' the'ipbsi'tio'n'of' .thp' bodies'-’,and'

' no''rtuary ■n.cconipaniriic’rits."'burled ivith them 'dt this ' period.
. A -complete ^ record, of--these excavations was .made., I/re---

memb'or,'and ;probabl7y’';-reposcs-now in the archives', of 'the'

Rochester-;HUse-uia'. ; ' ' ' ' /.'■ ' m' -.r;/ . =, -y.-/.//.i

Among other .'things, the site was identified as' tho-

> '

« . '

P .
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pi’ofcblo^Ibcatibn of thc-%pcr jCa3m^'vliia^' of-thb-: b-

‘ (^yugas,.;noi;Ltioiiod 'in 1}h€)-\Jio-u.riinas bf, tliQ-,Expaddtldfi>^/ i
\.and-bna ;;bf^'tlio.:,SGt'tlcnGnts; dcsfroydd'..l3y :Qblqiiol ■' .

- ,; Butler 's troops,*-' Br.-tor, -J/Ir.. Pbilott ^ c.aincr "to rover'so - ---

-Mfaself- in,.tills bpdnibnV "but, fOf* tile firs.t time- in' v'i
■: -■ '..our „recorded history the' idbntiflcati'bn\ hbinddo' becoi-io

•- f

■" ' • / -Tlier.b. were., otiior' sites, in,; the 'coimtUhi'ty' that -v/Gro '
V';. .'.e^jcavated hhd^'oxeited. d ■pp:^e.at: :dGciL^ of ^attention./ "-Thb ^ b

';;drpliab olo-gl cdl ^ :W.orh;:-ondod, „■ how ever;, ■ bbforoi.theSe s-qui.-^
; '‘^oontcnnidiecxcr'ciaos worb eonplpted^^rtht-ilfibpoliett'V

" ■(-Interesb': in iho" Vc.oiiriurilty -reecived a great - stimulus
v:--.r ^ichvhas^ohlar gedaby - the wldo''"circio' hf-frionds; who/'-

-'3iln^appre"elatibn- and_holp./ln"the’:v7ork--that;hebi-'
:--:undertQ.pIb in'the .suecbb.dlng period.- -h'i .-h

,V.: . / .'THIS- later ,y;prk'-fedtured the 'devoibpneht" of^thb
• : Aigordcian site oast'of Lovahna,", . ‘ IhisbdbVciopnenf : , .

-/■ work. Mr;, ■Pollott uiidertook:largely by h&clf d.under-.V-
■ ■ thersponsorship Vbf thb\;CayugaeGounty.Histohidal'Socit'

‘

.b : vAis ino.at:-extGri-sive. .and' elaborate',;bin it Mr,-'-
Pollott; rihde, hovel^discqybriGS, . whieh>.heL exhiblM”
itc.d.^; ; They-attracted' trciiiehdbus.'attontibh, - Among .b -b'

■: - other thinge,: ,the; -Conpletob s ite/ of the-' aneient:>illdgc.•
b ,ij uricqverod, -; Tho■ pbs.t-holos ^anh, other bs-trueturc's b. '.

- . . connectedbditll- tho Long House viGrob'r.etG.albd-^fbrbthe:.-':.':-
- in3p,Gctioh;.of ailb cbncerhed,: -add.^aV .tremendous .miabor ■ : --

,--:bf. structures,, such as fireplaces., end e specially'.ofb
-b.b animal offigios,^^siMr.,. Poliott- and hther. authoritlGsl'
- . V miaintainedV.-.were ; uncovore.db' described, c'xhibited.- and ^
a aphotb^aphed.a -we.have-.ln the^-dayuga- ;County illstericai-b

Society archives 'these, photographs "and'many 'ofthose b^;
/ -Mr A-:Poiiett; ;oc.eupicd - this 'sitebfer, spy- '

■-■aee.ral -;yoar;s>.; -it was on the. Shernah farm'' bn' the.'ievanna-
,S-CipiovillG -Road;;; add lib ve von; .built: abcottagb.-;' od.. the'

■ site,. :;where;;hd lived; during"'thi,s ' bc'cupancyd'i'^-1 - b'b-; 1

- i”

:ftfll^;after thebergenizatlon-qf:;-^e/A:rchae“<:
. piogical ■ Sbeiety.;; for; v/hlclir-he-lvas .largely-, rbsponsibie ^

;Mr.. Poliott ;tbok ;directiqn;;of :the work -of ,thb:;Sobiety.b b^
--y?-.de ;.3eany,,G-xa|i.iinati.ohs.- of .s..ites, ..wrote, .ext.ehsivcly'- asbb-^-' ■-
^„®dppcts. -the.;. Qa^nga, -.villages.,. ;thc- various .Cayuga mii^d-. 1

.,tions': over^scyoral^ oonturies^^band endeavorDdy^irigorously"
through a- study:rof: ma.ps ■ and historical data=-,;-;and: ethor

; porsonal.ncasurenqnts/ahd- investigations, "td^ebrroct - b a

tv cerl^n ;misapprehGnsibns,;which,:iiOv haintainod had-^boon-- ^
q vjmadoa in: tho, ^qoiir sobf -; time; as \r esp e c t s-; cert a in ‘' of; the s ob~

- f Gatiiros-o ;-Many, of - the .reports-,-of those .invest igationab'
stirredtup; eon trover sy,-_ much-, of which-remoins ■ unsblvod.'

- ■ -■ i‘iany-^ cas.o?; however,;--ho 'cbnfimod' tradi tidn' a
? ;aprevious',:recordSi:. '•;v :

nd, the
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Ho-v/as a strong antagonist^ and was a-' skillful ..
builder up of all tho arguiionts -ho ■ adopted as the re

sult of his ovm investigations and discovcrlGs*

. He made many firai^ ondur-ing ■ friendships ' in this-

comuuhity. His repute,, skill'and.fidelity- as a scien- .
tist v;as generally, recognized. Many tributes came to

him from various’authorities. It . is to bo regretted,/
I maintain, that facilities did not' exist'for the re-' .

cording of this work that .lie did, ’ and'phtting it into

shape for preservatio'h, ' ’ ’ ’ .

?.

T

His intbrest. and his- activities included a' shbif/man-

ship that,was of Itself notable. He staged an unusual
celebration at Levanna before ill. health forced him, .

: some years -ago, to close his; cottage and depart for

Canandaigua and Lir.ia,:'to live ’with his relativosi More- ’ '

over,, he was disappointed, in that efforts' to acquire'•
for the county of Cayuga this Levanna site, broke down* -

For-reasons not yet. fully explained, this failure rep- -

resented considerable .disappointnoht within the’'county,'
because-the no-gotiatlons v/ore
when they finally crumbled.

en the verge of success .
This celebration fe;atured • 1'

speeches from rcpro.sontativos of the Tus car or a Nation, .
tho Senecas and the Cayugas of - the Western.New York-.
Rosorvations, and there ’ attended many students, 'sci'en^
tists, and a.uthorities, ropresentativos of all'tho -Six

Nations, 'from as far away'as L'ana.da. 'The Sunday on , - -

which these exe'rciaeS v/ere .given was a-notable - dato in

the.story of the Cayuga-County Historical Socioty and,
'

of the Cayuga County Archa'oological Society. .It; was

Hr.-Nollett's ambition to arrange yet other entertain
ment of. the: same -sort, but he had .to confine his efforts

to meetings of the Archaeological Society, to a largo
’

extent, thenceforth* - ’

. These tv; o societies - to which his efforts contributed
so much shall over hold his memory in respect and affec--

, , .tion* He.was a kindly man-and -a ;lovabl.e-character, His

infomatioii'.was wide,- and ho-won repute in many .quarters,
some-, of them far distant from Cayuga, County.. The’Roch
ester Museuia must yet record w'lth gratitudo his services

- to-, it, and many amateurs, .numbering., hundreds if - not ’

thousands., will hover, fail to remember the help he gave i
them and the interest he supplied in their notable work.

Yours respectfully, \

Richard C. S. Drur'imond,
. Secretary Cayruga County

' Historical Socle.ty, .
.Cayuga’County.-Historian.


